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April 28, 2021

Dear Amherst Families,

Earlier this week, school districts and the Erie County Department of Health met to discuss some topics
relevant to schools as they return more students to in-person instruction.

Our middle and high school will remain in the hybrid model until the total number of new positive cases
per 100,000 persons, in the past 7 days, falls below 100. The ECDOH reported that as of April 26, our
county had 227 new positive cases per 100,000 persons, in the past 7 days. So there is still a way to go
to reach the threshold to return middle and high school students to less than six feet in our buildings.

At the elementary levels, we were pleased to welcome some of our elementary students back to school
this week and look forward to grades 2, 3 and 4 returning on May 3. In our meeting with ECDOH, they
reviewed the contact tracing requirements, the definition of a close contact and 10-day quarantine
requirements for close contacts. The New York State Department of Health defines a close contact as
someone who has been within 6 feet of an infected person for 10 minutes or more. As a result,
assigned seating in all classes and the school bus will remain in place to assist in identifying close
contacts.

As you may recall, in early March I encouraged you to check the COVID-19 Case Dashboard for details
about confirmed cases. With NYSDOH guidance allowing 3 feet of physical distance in our elementary
classrooms and using the definition of close contacts, we may experience more individual quarantines
with positive cases in classrooms where we are less than 6 feet apart.

Please be aware that we cannot release the name or any other personally identifiable information
regarding confirmed cases of COVID-19. You will be contacted directly by the school and ECDOH if
your child is identified as a close contact so that further health and safety measures can be taken.

If you hear of a confirmed case in your child’s school or class and you are not directly contacted by the
school and ECDOH, the ECDOH has determined no subsequent action is required for your child as it
pertains to the positive case.

Thank you,

Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent
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